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village. " I.am going to open two schools/* he said5 adding,
with a twinkle of the eye5 as he saw the anticipated look
of surprise on the face of his questioner, " I shall open one
to-day; the Jesuits will open the other to-morrow!"1 By
the year 1877 in Beyrout there were schools managed by
Protestants, Latins, Greek Orthodox, Greek Catholics,,
Maronites, Jews, and Moslems. Twenty years later this
much-Instructed town, then possessing one hundred thou-
sand inhabitants, possessed sixty-seven schools for boys
and thirty-six schools for girls, with an aggregate attend-
ance of over fifteen thousand. Since then schools and
scholars have increased. It is no wonder that on installing
a number of lines of electric trams in 1909 the company was
able to demand that every conductor should speak either
French or English. I fear that the attempt to enforce such
an ordinance in London or New York, requiring, say, the
knowledge of French or German, would cause more incon-
venience to the public than a strike even!

The crown of the Protestant educational work in Syria
is universally acknowledged to be the Syrian Protestant
College at Beyrout. It has also served to stimulate activity
for higher education in the other cults. For example, at
Beyrout we find colleges founded, at different periods after
the American school, by the Jesuits, the Greek Catholics,
and the Maronites. The Greek Orthodox College, con-
ceived on a large scale by the Greek bishop, exists still largely
in plan. The Syrian Protestant College is by birth a child
of the American mission. In 1862 this body wisely decided
that the country was ripe for an institution of higher learn-
ing, but that this should be independent of the mission, while
in full co-operation therewith. The American board then
released Daniel Bliss, who had served as missionary in

1 It is only fair to note that the Jesuits tell similar tales of Protes-
tant rivalry. The College of 'Ain Tura, in the Kesrouan district of the
Lebanon, was established by the Jesuits in 1734. Later this was turned
over to the Lazarists. Jesuit work became active again in Syria at
the time of Ibrahim Pasha. The University of Saint Joseph at Bey-
rout (established after the Syrian Protestant College), with its academic
and medical schools, is famous for ita excellent teaching of French.
From the Jesuit printing-press many learned works have been issued.